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Shah with difficulty obtained an interview with Teg
Bahadur and offered him also two gold mohurs ; but
Teg Bahadur by his inner wisdom, knew that
Makhan Shah had vowed five hundred. He at once
said, 'Where are the five hundred gold mohurs tholi
didst promise when thy vessel was sinking?'
Makhan Shah gladly paid him the promised money
and ran as fast as he could on to the roof. There
he waved a flag and shouted, '1 have found the
Guru ! I have found the Guru P His choice was
approved by all and, as the chronicler puts it, 'The
twenty-two false gurus hid themselves as darkness
vanishes before sun's rays/
Dhir Mai was jealous of Teg Bahadur's succes-
sion and one of his followers went with twelve ser-
vants to kill the new Guru. The assassin fired and
wounded Teg Bahadur, but not mortally. Makhan
Shah and other Sikhs seized both Dhir Mai and his
followers and would have hanged them ; but Teg
Bahadur ordered them to be released, saying nobly :
*To exercise forgiveness is a great act. To exercise
forgiveness is to give alms. Forgiveness is equal to ablu-
tions at all places of pilgrimages. Forgiveness ensureth
Man's salvation. There, is no virtue equal to forgiveness.
Therefore generously practise it.*
Teg Bahadur went from Bakala to Amritsar, but
the priests would not accept him and closed against
him the doors of the temple. He therefore returned
to Bakala, but this, too, he left because of the jea-
lousy and hatred of the false gurus whom he had
unmasked. He went from Bakala to Kiratpur and
thence to a place six miles distant, where he founded
the city of Anandpur (A.D. 1665).
One day as he was riding through a forest two